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This is the first season to feature Allstar Elimination, where the contestants.The news of the alleged meeting
between the prime minister, Dr Mahathir Mohamad and the United States director of national intelligence
James Clapper comes as both Washington and Canberra are trying to contain the eruption of Middle East
crises and its implications. These purported talks come a week after official media reported that the prime

minister was considering a visit to the White House. The talk is unlikely to help the beleaguered relationship

between the two countries, both of which are locked in a hard-fought election campaign. The news was
reported in The Star, a Malaysian newspaper owned by businessman Dr Mohammad Hanif Omar. The
newspaper claimed that in a private meeting between Dr Mahathir and Mr Clapper last week, the US
intelligence chief reportedly told the prime minister that he had "been in touch with his American
counterparts". This was allegedly in response to questions from Dr Mahathir about the Malaysian
government's stance on domestic political matters. Mr Clapper has since denied the report. The reported

meeting took place days after Dr Mahathir had refused to apologise for the government's decision to pursue a
lawsuit against US-based fund 1MDB, which is under investigation for financial impropriety and has faced
international criticism. However, Dr Mahathir publicly defended his stance on Monday, saying it was a legal

action and that he did not need to apologise. "I had explained. There are all sorts of situations in this world,

where people take legal actions. My government's position is not to apologise but to explain why we had to
take legal actions," he said. Though he said he had taken "responsibility" for what happened, Dr Mahathir's
latest comments have appeared to cast doubt on his commitment to national reconciliation. The allegation
comes after President Barack Obama said in October that he had no plans to meet Dr Mahathir. "Well, | will
leave it to the prime minister to describe what transpired," he said at the time. Dr Mahathir this week made
numerous comments reinforcing his contention that his government's pursuit of legal action against 1MDB

was its right. He has also repeatedly said that the "rehabilitation” of former prime minister Najib Abdul Razak

was a joint effort of both countries, and was not a personal campaign by the prime minister against Mr Razak.
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