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reports. The news and stories that matter, delivered
weekday mornings. LOS ANGELES — A legal team led by

California's former attorney general says the death
penalty is "despicable" for convicted murderer Charles
Manson. Criminal defense attorney Shawn Chapman

Holley made the statement Thursday in a document filed
in federal court. Manson's death sentence was

commuted to life in prison in 1971, when California
abolished the death penalty. Holley's statement said

Manson's "conduct in committing the murders of Sharon
Tate and others was despicable." The Morning Rundown
Get a head start on the morning's top stories. This site is
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protected by recaptcha "There is no room to impose the
ultimate punishment on a non-homicide defendant,"

Holley wrote. "Condemning Manson to death is a radical
leap from our constitutional tradition, which regards

extreme punishment as a function for the state, not of
the individual." Manson is serving a life sentence for 13

murders committed in 1969. Two others were sentenced
to death; one of them, Susan Atkins, died before his

sentence was carried out. Charles Manson and some of
his followers attend a sentencing hearing at the Los
Angeles County Superior Court on Aug. 1, 1970. Los
Angeles Times Annie Lenox, a spokeswoman for the

California Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation,
said prosecutors and the inmate are reviewing the

statement. If the inmate were to be released from state
custody, the lawyers would be permitted to advocate for
the inmate if he's tried to avoid the death penalty. The
legal strategy is a strategy that is usually performed in
post-conviction relief cases, where people are trying to

appeal their sentences. The inmates' lawyers have been
challenging what they consider an arbitrary 6d1f23a050
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