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Donald Trump has quietly softened his tone and
dropped a few diplomatic bombs in the latest

version of his National Security Strategy. The NSS,
traditionally a dry document, is the strategy
document to which Trump lays claim as the

authority for national security decision-making. He
declassified and released the latest version, titled
"National Security Strategy of the United States of
America." The longer-form version was released

shortly after the two-page summary was released

                               5 / 9



 

in December 2017. But in the latest version of the
NSS, the summary points to progress made in the

strategy over the last two years, with a date of
2019 for the release of an unclassified version. In

the four-page summary, Trump mentions the
imperative of producing an integrated and cost-
effective energy grid and ending our reliance on

foreign oil. He also references his administration's
push for good trade deals -- something that has

been a source of frustration for U.S. trade partners
like Canada and Mexico. "The United States is

more deeply engaged in growing our future trade
relationships," the summary states, "(f)or

instance, we expect the United States to achieve
the first bilateral trade agreements in several
decades with one of our two closest allies --

Canada and Mexico." While the U.S. has been at
odds with Canada and Mexico in the renegotiation
of the North American Free Trade Agreement, this
announcement is a shift in Trump's approach to

the two U.S. neighbors. The NSS also mentions the
need to strengthen the U.S. economy, an issue

which has become an obsession of Trump's. "The
United States needs a strong and sustainable

economic growth strategy to accomplish our other
objectives, and this can only be done if economic

growth contributes to broader prosperity," the
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summary states. Energy and trade The NSS's
mention of an integrated and cost-effective

energy grid is notable. It isn't the first time the
NSS has raised the topic. The NSS "is the

foundation for U.S. national security strategy and
the principal paper through which Presidents

articulate the strategic direction of the country,"
states the summary, adding that "it must

therefore offer a coherent foreign policy, global
security, and broader economic context for U.S.
national interests." Efforts to bring an integrated

energy grid to the United States has been a
difficult undertaking. The Brookings Institution
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