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Bowman (born 1953), most commonly known as
David, is the chief technology officer of the e-
commerce company Rakuten. Bowman currently
serves as Chief Executive Officer of Office of Naval
Research, a position he has held since June 2017. He
previously served as Interim Chairman of OSTP (2007),
Deputy Director of the National Science Foundation
(2010–2013), Deputy Director of the Defense
Advanced Research Projects Agency (2010–2011), and
as an advisor to the Pentagon for four years
(2007–2011). Education Bowman graduated from MIT
in 1975 with a Bachelor's degree in electrical
engineering. Bowman attended the MIT Sloan School
of Management, where he earned a Master's degree in
1976 and a Doctorate in Management in 1984. He has
also completed graduate studies at the Stanford
University Graduate School of Business and a Post
Graduate Diploma at the Harvard Business School.
Career Bowman's career has been engaged in the
technology sector for more than 30 years and has
focused on accelerating the technological foundation
for the Internet. His career includes senior executive
positions at a number of companies including Nikko
and Dataquest, where he served as president and
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chief executive officer. David is currently the Chief
Executive Officer of the e-commerce company
Rakuten, founded in 1999, a top-10 Internet company
with over 1.5 million global registered users, and
Google Japan's largest shareholder. He is a member of
the U.S. National Academies' Board on Science,
Technology, and Economic Policy (BSTEP), the Board
of Overseers of the MIT Sloan School of Management,
the Board of Directors of the Association for
Computing Machinery (ACM), and the advisory board
of the Berkman Center for Internet and Society. He has
served as Chair of the IEEE Computer Society Fellows
Committee, a member of the board of directors of the
Association for Computing Machinery and National
Academy of Engineering, and a member of the board
of directors of the IEEE Computer Society and the
USENIX Association. He has served on several advisory
boards including the ebay and Google board of
directors. He has also served on the
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The news about the death of Kim Jong Il is barely a day
old, but Americans and North Koreans who have been

following events since the fall of the South Korean
dictatorship in the early 1990s know this story. In

1991, a multiethnic coalition of anti-communist and
democratic forces rose up in South Korea. In 1992, the
Kim regime invaded. And in 1999, after Kim Jong Il had

become the leader of North Korea and moved the
North's seat of power from the Soviet Union to Beijing,

Kim Jong Il established the de facto Greater Korean
state of "North-East Asia." In 2002, Kim Jong Il made

that de jure state a reality. The Clinton administration
had started the process of normalizing relations with
North Korea, spurred by the regime's open nuclear

and missile testing. President George W. Bush's team
wanted to complete the process, but they were held
back by the administration's skepticism about the
reclusive, Soviet-educated leader. With the Clinton

administration's departure, the Bush team was free to
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move ahead on re-engagement. In 2003, Bush
announced the establishment of new diplomatic ties

with the North. But North Korea and its adversary, the
United States, share more than a common history;

they also have a tradition of working together,
occasionally in the same theater. For both, there was a

clear gain to be made in working together. For
Pyongyang, Kim Jong Il wanted to reassert North

Korea's leadership over the peninsula. For
Washington, North Korea's statecraft was useful. After
coming to power in 2009, the Obama administration
has had diplomatic relations with the North, but has

remained skeptical about the regime's intentions. U.S.
analysts have described North Korea as a "revisionist"
power, and some argue that it is working to turn the
region into a buffer zone. For Pyongyang, the buffer

zone idea was a threat. Thus, Pyongyang has opposed
and countered U.
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